
A HARVEST 30 YEARS IN THE MAKING

In April, our coworkers and seasoned members of the West 
DRC team, Rod and Valerie Hochstetler, witnessed the 
fruition of the harvest of four completed and published New 
Testament translations that began almost 30 years ago. Near 
the beginning of the Hochstetler’s career with MAF, Rod flew 
several SIL/Wycliff missionaries to remote villages, working 
to establish literacy and scripture for the Mono, Pagabete, 
Lobala, and Ngbandi-Ngiri people groups. When civil war 
broke out in Congo in 1996, these missionaries needed to 
prematurely pass on their work to their Congolese partners 
when it became clear that westerners could no longer live in 
these areas of ministry.

Throughout years of difficulties and obstacles, the 
missionaries continued to support the translation effort 
through remote correspondence and biannual visits, investing 
in the work that the nationals continued themselves. 
Congolese members from these translation teams faced 
hardships and trials along the way—some losing everything 

they had. On April 25, 2021, these people groups dedicated 
the completion of the multi-decade effort to the Lord and 
invited the missionaries back to join in the celebration. As Rod 
and Valerie recounted many of the details to our team, we 
were in awe of all that was accomplished by faithful workers 
who persevered to complete these translations. These are the 
stories that the MAF community is most passionate about, as 
they see God’s Word go forth into isolated places. 

“ AND LET US NOT GROW WEARY OF DOING GOOD, 
FOR IN DUE SEASON, WE WILL REAP, IF WE DO NOT GIVE UP. ”

      -GALATIANS 6:9



Praise God with us that:  
•  We found a vehicle for our 

family within budget.
•  He continues to bless our family 

with good health.
•  The work of four New Testament 

translations has come to 
completion in Congo.

Pray with us for: 
•  Continued health.
•  Opportunities to expand our 

language abilities in French and 
Lingala.

•  God to show us additional ways 
to serve the Congolese.

PRAYER REQUESTS:

SUPPORT UPDATE
Even though we are above the support minimum at this time, giving does 
fluctuate month to month. More importantly, we do not want to close the 
door on allowing others to participate in God’s work through MAF. If you 
feel led to partner with us in ministry, we would love to have you on our 
support team. 

MAF missionaries raise support for a pooled fund out of which MAF 
covers salary, housing, benefits, and staff-related expenses. MAF exercises 
discretion over the use of missionary support in the exercise of its mission 
and care of its staff.

AT HOME

From our last update, you may remember that getting 
around Kinshasa is not for the faint at heart. We have been 
patiently searching for a quality vehicle and were blessed 
to find something perfect for our family in April. Because of 
your support, we have a reliable mode of transportation for 
getting around town. We are so thankful for your generosity. 
At home, Elijah is still chipping away at his long list of 
projects to complete to enhance our home and make it a 
safer place for our kiddos. Recently, he has been working 
to rewire and relocate our battery system to be well out of 
Anna’s curious reach. Sarah is continuing to grow and thrive 
and is just on the cusp of crawling—exciting and frustrating 
times all around. 


