THE WEARY WORLD REJOICES
“Weary” is an accurate term for this year. 2020 has been full of
unexpected closures, seemingly endless periods of waiting,
and disappointments as we reflect on unmet expectations. As
this year draws to a close, it feels as if the world has become
particularly weary. No family has been able to evade the
implications of COVID-19. It has been a reminder of how each
of us is bound to the temporal nature of life. In our family, an
eight-week strict confinement in the spring and our current
ongoing confinement have impeded our learning process and
put other obstacles in our path.
Lately, I (Erin) have felt weary when reflecting on my own
disappointment in regard to how much French I have
been able to absorb this year. I have faced woefully unmet
expectations as I continue to struggle with French. As I look
forward to what our ministry will hold in Kinshasa, I despair at
how little I have accomplished this year.
But as I sat down to write to you, I have been reminded of a
few truths that the Lord has put on my heart this year.
First: in our own strength, we can never be enough. I have
repeatedly returned to this idea when I have hit walls in my
language learning. At the beginning of this year, I expected
that I would be much more “fluent” than I am today. But for
a myriad of reasons, I find myself lamenting that I have not
accomplished what I expected to do. Graciously, God has

reminded me that these struggles have been ordained to
draw me closer to Him this year and have a deeper reliance
on Him as we begin our ministry in Congo.

“But he said to me, ‘my grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about
my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest
on me.”
2 CORINTHIANS 12:9
Second: as followers of Christ, we can rejoice in this season
as we celebrate the ultimate gift -- salvation in Jesus. In the
midst of whatever challenges we have faced in 2020, we can
be assured that when all else is stripped away, our ultimate
peace and hope is found in Jesus alone. This has been a
challenging but poignant lesson for me this year as our time
in confinement exposed idols in my heart that I had not
realized were there.
Even in the midst of my own disappointments, I can rejoice,
recognizing that the hope I have in Jesus is the ultimate gift
that I can bring with us to Kinshasa, and that by His grace
alone, one day I can share that hope, maybe even in French!

OUR PROGRAM
By the time you’re reading this, we will be preparing to
transition from Albertville to Kinshasa to join the team in
West DRC. Although they have had a reduced flight schedule
due to regulations around COVID, the team in Kinshasa has
maintained flight operations to transport various individuals
and deliver vaccines, medical supplies, solar panels and many
other essential supplies to remote villages all around Congo.
This year our program was also able to work together with
MAF Switzerland and the local community in Mima to restore
the airstrip there that had become overgrown. To read more
about his story, head to https://tinyurl.com/yxz3b9zt

Our program of six pilot families has been in need of a
maintenance specialist for a few years now. As we have been
in contact with members from our team throughout this year,
we feel deeply honored to be joining them! There will also be
two additional short-term maintenance specialists that will
be working with Elijah by January. We are excited for what
God has in store for the program this year with His provision
of multiple mechanics for the fleet in Kinshasa.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Praise God with us:
• Elijah has benefited greatly from his French class, and Erin
has been able to return to her class with Sarah.
• We have received Sarah’s US documents and are
beginning our preparation to leave Albertville.
• Despite a second confinement in France, we are still
able to go to class and are looking forward to departing
France “on schedule” (Lord willing).
Please pray for:
• Continued health for us and the girls.
• Us to maintain a healthy balance between our studies,
family and preparation for departure.
• Us as we travel with two little ones to Kinshasa.
• Our transition to life in Kinshasa—that the Lord would
fortify our hearts as we adjust to many changes to settle
into a new life in Congo.

WAYS TO CONNECT:
This year, we have sent out a few additional
email updates through MailChimp. These are
day-to-day updates of how we are doing here in
France. My goal is to give you a few additional
glances at our ministry throughout the year. If
you would like to be added to our mailing list,
please email me at erinderbecker@maf.org
We are also on Instagram and Facebook! Our
accounts are private, but we would love to add
you!
erinkderbecker
ElijahandErin Derbecker
MAF missionaries raise support for a pooled fund out of which MAF
covers salary, housing, benefits, and staff-related expenses. MAF exercises
discretion over the use of missionary support in the exercise of its mission
and care of its staff.

