IT’LL WORK OUT AND HERE’S HOW I KNOW
We (all of us collectively) have made it through half of 2020.
This feels like an underrated milestone seeing as it has been
such a strange and challenging year. As I (Erin) reflect on our
first two trimesters of language school, I can’t help but feel
bewildered by the wide-reaching effects COVID-19 has had on
our lives. Maybe you can relate—we have heard from many of
you with news about work complications, virtual church, and
rushed school years.
It’s difficult to see God’s plan and purpose behind frustrating
new circumstances. I have lately felt this way about my
own language acquisition. I had this idea that as a natural
communicator, I would effortlessly “click” with the French
language and tackle the challenge of new sounds and verb
constructions quickly to thrive in our new home.

He has brought to mind stories of His faithfulness in our
support raising journey to remind me that this will work
out—even if it doesn’t look like I thought it would.
One such story is about a dog. We had to unexpectedly
rehome one of our dogs about a month before our departure
to France. It was a nerve wracking and stressful addition to
our departure checklist. At the time, I was stuck on how this
complicated our departure for the mission field. I couldn’t get
past the guilt I felt over not being able to manage her care.
But God provided for us and her through a rescue website
of all things. I left a message with our first contact, asking
them to call me so that I could explain our overwhelmingly
complicated circumstances. As soon as we started a
conversation, the caller began to relate with me by sharing
their heart for adopting a new dog to move on after sadly
having to leave their dog in Africa on the mission field.

We recently took exams—we both passed, but I am still not
where I need to be. It’s been decided that Elijah will join
another class to continue at a quicker pace, and I will remain
in our class to focus primarily on speaking. Throughout
the month of June, I saw this outcome approaching. As
disappointing as it was at first, the Lord has given me a unique
gift amid my struggle.

This wonderful family was transitioning back to the US after
serving in Africa for over a decade, and God put them in our
path to lovingly display His care for us. We had the privilege
of meeting them and saying goodbye to our dog before we
left and have kept in touch to see her thriving with her new
family!
I can’t help but praise God for His faithfulness and provision
when I think about our departure. And now looking ahead, I
know that this challenging season will work out also, even if it
doesn’t look like I thought it would.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Praise God with us:
• That we have remained healthy
through this year and baby GIRL #2
continues to thrive
•A
 nna is beginning to experiment with
new words in French and English
• We have a plan for tutoring
throughout the summer
• That Elijah has flourished in our
French studies and we have
both found language partners to
practice with

2020 FUNDRAISING UPDATE
In July of this year, our support target
will increase primarily due to the rising
cost of health insurance. We are excited
to share that through your generous
giving, our car fund is complete, and we
are very close to having full funding for
this new level! Thank you for partnering
with MAF to support our ministry.

WAYS TO CONNECT:
This year, we have sent out a few additional
email updates through MailChimp. These are
day-to-day updates of how we are doing here in
France. My goal is to give you a few additional
glances at our ministry throughout the year. If
you would like to be added to our mailing list,
please email me at erinderbecker@maf.org
We are also on Instagram and Facebook! Our
accounts are private, but we would love to add
you!
erinkderbecker
ElijahandErin Derbecker
MAF missionaries raise support for a pooled fund out of which MAF
covers salary, housing, benefits, and staff-related expenses. MAF exercises
discretion over the use of missionary support in the exercise of its mission
and care of its staff.

Pray:
• That we would take advantage
of the time we are given this
summer to review and solidify our
foundation in French.
• That borders would safely open
and God would provide a way for
our travel plans to stay intact for a
departure at the end of this year.

