
THE SEED COMPANY

Before the spread of COVID 19, on a Sunday morning 
you could find us in a small crowded room, straining for 
comprehension as we listen intently to a sermon entirely in 
French. A thrill of excitement comes after I (Erin) recognize 
a word or phrase. Sometimes, I can identify the topic that 
the speaker is referring to in their message. Even more 
exciting, when there is a scripture reference on the screen 
up front, we can search through our phones and switch 
back and forth between the English and French passages 
to try to make connections while the vocabulary we 
are listening to is still way beyond what French we have 
mastered. 

It is isolating, being left in a fog of new words and 
sounds, while other believers glean deep truths about 
Scripture. But I couldn’t help but reflect one Sunday as my 
brain drifted away from the mental gymnastics of code 
switching, about the vast number of people in Congo that 
have no scripture in their language. There are over 200 
languages represented in the DRC—so many are still living 
without knowledge of the hope we have in Christ. 

That’s why one of MAF’s partners, the Seed Company, is 
bringing the Word to the isolated in Congo. Seed Company 
is just finishing a two year Bible storytelling project with 8 

language groups that do not have a written Bible in their 
own language. These 8 people groups are found in the 
Equateur and Tshuapa Provinces of Congo, which is in the 
heart of the country and is covered by vast rain forests.

The project involves training local pastors in each of 
the language groups on how to tell doctrinally sound, 
biblically accurate stories in their own language. Written 
translations can take years to complete to ensure accuracy 
of translation—especially when a people group does not 
have a written form of their language yet. Oral storytelling 
has been an effective tool to bridge the gap that is left 
when a group is waiting for a written scripture.  

The training sessions have been held in Mbandaka (a 
larger city north of Kinshasa). The local pastors have been 
travelling to Mbandaka by walking, canoe, motorcycle, and 
jeep through the jungle to attend the training. Travelling 
this way can easily take over a week. This is where MAF 
comes in—MAF can save these pastors days of travel by 
safely transporting them back to their villages with the 
hope that they bring in from the Seed Company’s stories.

One group, the Ngando people, is so far away from 
Mbandaka that they have not been able to reach most of 
their people group with these stories.  In April Lord willing, 
MAF will fly the storytellers to Djolu...



•  Praise God that He has provided full funding 
for our ministry! 

•  Pray for us, that we would continue to be 
highly motivated in our goal to learn and use 
French.

•  Pray for France, for the authorities and medical 
workers who face difficult decisions each day. 
Please pray for the morale of the people, that 
God would draw many close to Him during 
this strange time.

•  Pray for us, that God would be preparing 
our hearts throughout the year for arrival in 
Kinshasa. 

-

PRAISES & PRAYER REQUESTS:

MAF missionaries raise support for a pooled fund out of which MAF 
covers salary, housing, benefits, and staff-related expenses. MAF exercises 
discretion over the use of missionary support in the exercise of its mission 
and care of its staff.

STORY CONTINUED 
... a city in the heart of their language 
community so that they can speak 
to churches and hold storytelling 
festivals. This time will be spent sharing 
the stories that cover a whole overview 
of the Bible that they’ve been working 
on. 

It is a privilege to know that we can 
have a hand in sharing the gospel 
along with groups like the Seed 
Company as they work to overcome 
such insurmountable obstacles. 
Pray that our partnership with them 
becomes stronger and together we can 
reach even more people groups living 
deep in the forest.

You can find more information 
about each of the Seed Company’s 
translation projects in Congo on their 
website: https://seedcompany.com/

LANGUAGE SCHOOL:
We have completed half of our first 
term in language school here in 
Albertville. New measures of social 
distancing to combat COVID-19 
have put an interesting twist on our 
language studies. Language learning 

is a slow process, but we seem to be 
keeping up with our beginner’s class 
so far. The new challenge is continuing 
our acquisition of French in a semi-
quarantined state. Please continue to 
pray for us to acquire and retain French 
well as well as balance our time each 
day. Pray that the Lord would uphold 
us during this stressful time. Want to 
know what life is like for us? Feel free 
to send us an email! We would love to 
hear from you and know how we can 
be praying for you. 

SUPPORT UPDATE: 
We reached 100% of our initial support 
target shortly after our arrival here! 
We have been so thankful for the 
support that has been poured out for 
this ministry. In July of this year, our 
support target will increase by $600 
a month. This is primarily due to the 
rising cost in healthcare and taxes. 
We have already seen God begin to 
provide for that need! Throughout 
our time in language school, we 
will continue to raise the remaining 
support needed for a vehicle, which is 
around $1,000! 


