
SARAH

As you may know, days before we arrived in Albertville, I 
(Erin) lost a baby at five weeks. Our loss was an added layer of 
complicated emotions surrounding our departure, and it took 
me some time to heal and reconnect with the Lord after we 
had to grapple with such a huge disappointment. But God, in 
His faithfulness, used the first few months of the year to help 
me heal and start a journey of following Him in obedience, 
even amidst my own unmet expectations. 

As we brainstormed names for our baby girl, we struggled to 
connect with a name we each liked that also held meaning for 
her. After seeing her second ultrasound, I was struck by the 
name Sarah. Elijah didn’t immediately dismiss it—so we tried 
it out for a while. 

The trouble came when I thought about Sarah from Genesis. 
Hailed as the mother of the Israelites, Sarah had many amiable 
qualities that took her on a grand adventure under God’s 
promise of blessing the nations through her. However, she 
didn’t trust His timing and tried to bring about God’s promise 

on her own. Upon looking up the story again (Genesis 16), 
I caught a detail that changed my perspective. She was still 
called Sarai when she failed to be faithful to wait on God. 
Even though her plans failed—God’s faithfulness didn’t. In 
fact, He made a way after her disobedience and reiterated His 
promise to her, along with her new name: Sarah. 

The truth of this story reminds me that God is faithful! He 
keeps His promises amid loss, heartache and disappointment. 
Even when my plans fail, as they have a few times this 
year, God’s plans never fail! He works in and through these 
things for our sanctification and His glory. He transforms us, 
especially when what we have to offer falls short. 

And to God be the glory—our Sarah Elodie arrived almost 
two weeks early on September 27, 2020! Everything about 
her has echoed this story to me as a reminder to strive to walk 
faithfully in obedience, trusting in the fidelity of the God we 
serve. She’s only a few days old as I write this, but I know that 
God helped us pick her name to learn, over and over, that His 
plans will be accomplished no matter what!



This year, we have sent out a few additional 
email updates through MailChimp. These are 
day-to-day updates of how we are doing here in 
France. My goal is to give you a few additional 
glances at our ministry throughout the year. If 
you would like to be added to our mailing list, 
please email me at erinderbecker@maf.org

We are also on Instagram and Facebook! Our 
accounts are private, but we would love to add 
you!

 erinkderbecker

 ElijahandErin Derbecker

WAYS TO CONNECT:

MAF missionaries raise support for a pooled fund out of which MAF 
covers salary, housing, benefits, and staff-related expenses. MAF exercises 
discretion over the use of missionary support in the exercise of its mission 
and care of its staff.

GIVING BIRTH IN FRANCE

As a continued lesson on relying on 
God, Sarah began her early debut just 
after midnight on a Sunday morning. 
We had friends and neighbors who 
were willing to watch Anna in case 
of early labor and let us borrow a car 
to get to the hospital. As soon as we 
arrived, it was a constant challenge to 
communicate clearly in French and 
make sure we understood what was 
happening. Surely, God was with us 
and we were able to get our thoughts 
across and understand the plan for my 
labor. 

From there, we experienced giving 
birth in a foreign country, without 
family, in the middle of a pandemic. 
Let me tell you, God’s faithfulness still 
abounded—He blessed us with an 
uncomplicated birth. By His mercy and 
provision, we were able to have a short 
hospital stay and be reunited with 
Anna by the next Tuesday afternoon. 
God has already provided in so many 
ways for the days to come from our 
community here of fellow language 
learning missionaries. We had a village 
to help with babysitting, meals and 
even extra checkups (in English) from 
doctors here on campus who are 
headed to the mission field as well. We 
are so thankful for this new season as a 
family of four! 

PRAYER REQUESTS

Praise God with us:
•  That we have each seen progress 

with our French since returning 
to school this fall. We are thankful 
that we have been able to continue 
learning in person.

•  For the linguistic progress Anna 
continues to make in both English 
and French in the nursery.

•  For the healthy and uncomplicated 
arrival of Sarah. She’s such a gift to 
our family.

Please Pray: 
•  That Elijah would continue to be 

able to keep up with his class and 
balance family life.

•  For Anna as she will continue to 
make many big adjustments with 
Sarah’s arrival.

•  For the logistics of applying for and 
receiving a birth certificate and 
passport for the baby. 


