REDEEMING CHAOS: BUNIA IDP CAMP
Pictures captured over a year ago give us a glimpse into a
world that has seen little change. Congolese families torn
from their homes find themselves in a perpetual state of
waiting in an Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) Camp.
Since the end of Congo’s civil war in 2003, peace has yet to
take root in parts of eastern DRC. Militant groups, motivated
by ethnic tribal prejudice, have brutally destroyed villages in
their wake, causing battered survivors to flee to camps faster
than they can be created.
As of July of this year, the International Organization for
Mobilization reported that “an estimated 400,000 persons
are currently displaced.” Camps are seeing an overwhelming
increase in their populations and are being pushed far
beyond their capacity.
Many are struggling to keep up with the influx of displaced
Congolese that are seeking shelter and safety. Proper
hygiene is an ever-present concern as overcrowded
conditions can quickly enable the spread of disease. Measles
and cholera are commonplace among refugees and the
threat of Ebola constantly looms as cases continue to present
themselves in the region.

MAF partners with an IDP camp in the town of Bunia that is
supported in part by local churches that are keen to provide
physical aid along with spiritual hope. They help provide
food, tarps for shelter and spiritual counsel to people that
have been violently forced from their homes. MAF delivered
Bibles for the camp residents to provide the ultimate source
of hope and peace for them during their wait for deliverance
out of the camps and into a new life. For now, the waiting
continues, but the sound of an airplane landing brings a
glimmer of hope.

IF IT HADN’T BEEN FOR THIS
MINISTRY
As I (Erin) take a stroll around the
labyrinth of cubicles in the MAF
headquarters building, it’s hard to quell
my excitement about what the next
chapter of our lives will hold.
Pictures of beautiful people and
cultures adorn office walls and
conversations buzz around me about
connecting people from around the
world to continue the work we have
been called to do. The headquarters
building is the epicenter of MAF’s
ministry around the world, filled with
individuals committed to supporting
the logistics of what we do.

Returning to Idaho has us also
reflecting on who got us here. I have
wondered about the ways that God
has been changing me through this
ministry and have stood in awe of the
cloud of witnesses we have had the
privilege to commune with.
Had it not been for this ministry, I may
not have had the chance to connect
with so many faithful followers of
Jesus: the mom raising her kids to
fear the Lord, the business person
committed to sharing the Gospel with
their coworkers, or the family eagerly
anticipating how to be obedient to the
Lord’s calling on their lives. I may not
have had the chance to celebrate with
you, mourn with you, hear from you
and pray for you.
As we enter a season of final stateside
training, a wave of gratitude has
come over me for all those that have
supported our ministry through prayer

PRAISES & PRAYER REQUESTS:
-

• Praise - our visas for language school have
been approved!
• Praise - we have made it to MAF HQ for
training and have gained so much from our
time here
• Prayer - that God would provide the remainder
of our monthly funding before we leave Idaho
in December
• Prayer - that He would prepare our hearts for
a humbling season of language learning and
change

MAF missionaries raise support for a pooled fund out of which MAF
covers salary, housing, benefits, and staff-related expenses. MAF exercises
discretion over the use of missionary support in the exercise of its mission
and care of its staff.

or finances. We are so appreciative for
those who have taken time to meet
with us to hear about how God is
working in us.

FUNDRAISING UPDATE:
We are so close to reaching our goal!
We still need to raise $600 a month for
our Monthly Support.
We have raised $45,234 of our $70,000
outgoing fund. This is the amount we
need to raise to cover initial costs of
joining the field.
To leave for language school, we
need to have $55,000. The remaining
$15,000 is the minimum for a safe car
we will buy in Kinshasa.

