
NEVER UNDERESTIMATE GOD’S PLANS

Anticipation has never been something I (Erin) have been 
comfortable with managing. I find myself either longing 
for whatever is to come or dreading the tasks I have on my 
plate before a deadline. I’ve only once scrolled through 
the calendar on my phone, counting down the weeks until 
we depart. It seems unreal that we would be in this place-
-finishing our final stateside training at MAF headquarters, 
anticipating our departure for language school. 

Our training has been a wonderful time for us to soak up 
all that MAF is equipping us with. We have gone through 
our orientation, preparing for adjusting to a new culture, 
language, home and coworkers. 

Elijah has reunited with aircraft in the hangar and has gotten 
acquainted with the specific practices and protocols that 
MAF uses to ensure safe and efficient use of the aircraft God 
has given our program. He has studied cut away engines 
and worked on PT-6 maintenance to practice specific tasks 
unique to the planes he will be servicing in Kinshasa.

I took a cooking class to 
learn different ways to make 
dishes we are used to in 
the states that we may not 
be able to find the same 
ingredients for in Africa. I felt 
a special connection to my 
instructor, as she also served 
in Kinshasa.

We are so grateful for the transformative time we have had 
here in Idaho. God has blessed us with a church here that 
reminds us of home and has poured into us as we prepare to 
leave. MAF has equipped us above and beyond for the next 
season of our ministry—we are so excited to be another step 
closer to joining the team in Kinshasa.   



•  Praise - We have tickets to depart for language 
school on January 1st

•  Praise - Our time in Idaho has been a formative 
season for our family

•  Pray for the last of our support to come in 
before we leave for language school

•  Pray for the remaining details on our “to-do” 
list to wrap up quickly so that we can utilize 
our remaining time here with family and 
friends

•  Pray for God to prepare our hearts for a new 
beginning in language school 

-

PRAISES & PRAYER REQUESTS:

MAF missionaries raise support for a pooled fund out of which MAF 
covers salary, housing, benefits, and staff-related expenses. MAF exercises 
discretion over the use of missionary support in the exercise of its mission 
and care of its staff.

STAY CONNECTED

We will be leaving for language school 
in France on January 1, 2020. After 
this letter, we will send out quarterly 
updates on our progress. We have set 
up a MailChimp account to send more 
frequent updates throughout our time 
in language school. The plan is to send 
one email a month with an amusing 
language mishap or insight into 
what God is teaching us during our 
time in Albertville. If you are already 
subscribed to our prayer letters by 
email, you’ll be receiving these emails 
too. If you would like to be added or 
removed from our list, please email 
erinderbecker@maf.org 

MINISTRY UPDATE  
We are so grateful for how our 
supporters have given to fund our 
ministry. We have only $312 of monthly 
support left to raise. It has been 
thrilling to see how God has been 
moving in the hearts of those who 
generously give to this ministry. We 
are praying that God would provide 
our remaining support before our 
departure date. Any monthly gift will 
make a significant difference in our 
progress. 

We have received pledges and funds 
to cover our initial outgoing fund! With 
remaining gifts, we have been able to 
begin fundraising to offset the cost of a 
MAF-owned car for safe transportation 
in Kinshasa. 


